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name and in the name of Mother India we have endeavoured to do
our duty, but nothing but our duty.
Indian Opinion, 30-9-1914
386. LETTER TO UNDER SECRETARY FOR COLONIES
[london,]
August 10, 1914
the under secretary of state
colonial office, S.W.
SIR,
Mr. Hermann Kallenbach is a German by birth, his parents
having migrated from Russia and settled in Germany at the border
town of Russ, East Prussia. He is a Jew by religion, an architect
by profession. He has settled in South Africa for the last 18 years.
He is owner of Tolstoy Farm in the Transvaal and considerable
other landed property in the same Province.
He has been connected with my activity in South Africa for
the last 10 years and has come with me, both of us being on our
way to India.
Mr. Kallenbach never formally became a British subject, but
as he was coming with me to India, both of us came to the con-
clusion that it would be better for him to become naturalised.
Before, therefore, we left South Africa, that is before the 18th July,
he filed his application for naturalisation with the Secretary for the
Interior at Pretoria. He was to have taken the oath of allegiance
in India, where his papers were to follow him. Owing to the
crisis, both Mr. Kallenbach and I are now stranded here and both
of us hope shortly to be able to offer our services as non-combatants
during the crisis that has overtaken the Empire.
I write this, however, to ascertain whether, as Mr. Kallenbach
does not yet hold the certificate of naturalisation, he is to take any
steps in connection with the notices published requiring Germans
to register themselves.
In any event, Mr. Kallenbach wishes to place himself entirely
at the disposal of the authorities.
J haw the honour to remain
Sir,
Tour most obedient servant,
M. K. gandhi
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